
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE 
 

The Board of Finance held their regular meeting on Thursday, March 26, 2015 in the Council Chambers 
at the Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT.  Chairman John Kortze called the meeting to 
order at 7:30pm. 
 
Present: John Kortze, Harry Waterbury, John Godin, Mike Portnoy, James Filan, Joe Kearney 
Also Present: First Selectman Pat Llodra, Director of Finance Bob Tait, Director of Public Works Fred 
Hurley,  
 
VOTER COMMENTS:  NONE 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   Mr. Kortze made reference to the information that Mr. Kearney had done in 
regards of per pupil spending.  There was an e-mail was received for the public comment in the budget 
hearing in regards to per pupil spending.  The information compiled by Mr. Kearney did not include 
regular education transportation.  The concept was surrounding the issue of a comparison of what we 
have spent on education and instruction.   
 
MINUTES – Mr. Kearney moved to approve the minutes of the 2/24/15 meeting as presented.  Mr. 
Waterbury seconded, motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Kearney moved to approve the minutes of the 2/26/15 meeting as presented.  Mr. Waterbury 
seconded, motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Kearney moved to approve the minutes of the 3/2/15 meeting as presented.  Mr. Waterbury seconded, 
motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Kearney moved to approve the minutes of the 3/9/15 meeting as presented.  Mr. Waterbury seconded, 
motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Kearney moved to approve the minutes of the 3/12/15 meeting as presented.  Mr. Waterbury 
seconded, motion unanimously approved. 
 
FIRST SELECTMANS REPORT – Mrs. Llodra discussed the many initiatives that the town is 
currently doing in regards to wellness programs with its employees (Attachment A).  Union contracts that 
are being negotiated have an opener that addresses the contribution for medical benefits in fact the 
premium tax is levied.   
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT – Mr. Tait supplied the year to date budget (Attachment B).  The 
items highlighted in green are accounts that will need special appropriations. Page 3 is a small deficient in 
Technology under retirement, it represents the change from the defined benefit retirement plan  to the new 
defined contribution plan.  This is for all new non-union employees. The change has also been made for 
new hires of the P&R Maintainer union contract and will also be done with the police contract that will be 
finalized shortly.    
 
Mr. Tait discussed the detail of the contingency account (Attachment C).  The year began with a small 
contingency amount which totaled $250,000.  The current budget request is $350,000.  The additional 
$100,000 was added due to contract negotiations.  
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 

BOE Non-lapsing account – Mr. Kortze wanted the record to reflect that the BOF specifically mentioned 
that it was for building hardening.  He suggested that it reflect what the BOE minutes state which is that it 
is for security and a grant that was to mirror that account.  There were no objections from the BOF.  The 
BOE motion was the following: Ms. Hamilton moved that the Board request of the Board of Finance that 
the unexpended funds from the 2013-14 fiscal year budget appropriation in the amount of $47,185 be 
deposited into the non-lapsing account established in accordance with Connecticut General Statute 
Section 10-248a, for educational purposes.  Further to this action is that the source of these funds are 
detailed on the year-end financial report as previously approved by this Board of Education and further 
that the intended current anticipated use of said funds will be to provide a portion of local funds necessary 
for further security enhancements to its schools in the event the District is awarded a School Security 
Grant under the second round of the Governors’ Security Grant Program.  Mrs. Leidlein seconded. Mr. 
Bienkowski said we are planning to submit a grant application for security grant reimbursement which 
will require a local amount be funded for those enhancements.  The $47,185, the $25,000 for security 
donations and $26,000 from the board donations account would be used.  It would be reimbursed at 36%.  
There are some things we didn’t get reimbursed for from the SERV grant so those funds could be 
used.  Motion passes unanimously.   

Mr. Kearney moved to transfer $50,000 from Highway Salaries & Wages Full Time, $155,000 from 
Transfer Station Contractual and $10,000 from Transfer Station Salaries & Wages Full Time to Highway 
Salaries & Wages Overtime $20,000, Highway Social Security Contributions $30,000, Highway 
Contractual Services $115,000, Highway Patch Material $40,000 and Transfer Station Salaries & Wages 
Overtime $10,000.  Mr. Waterbury seconded, motion unanimously approved (Attachment D).  
 
Mr. Kearney moved a RESOLUTION AMENDING THE TOWN 2014-2015 BUDGET BY $298,031 
FROM THE TOTAL CURRENT BUDGET AMOUNT OF $111,066,204 TO A TOTAL AMENDED 
BUDGET AMOUNT OF $111,364,235.  Mr. Waterbury seconded, motion unanimously approved 
(Attachment E). 
 
Mr. Kearney moved a RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR $75,000 
TO BE FUNDED FROM THE CAPITAL NON-RECURRING FUND (FUND 144) FOR THE 
COMPLETION OF PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2 OF THE NEWTOWN MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS 
STRATEGIC PLAN OPM SERVICES PER THE DPM AMENDED 02/24/2015 PROPOSAL & FOR 
CONSULTING FEES FOR FACILITIES ASSESSMENT & SPACE NEEDS SERVICES.  Mr. Portnoy 
seconded, motion unanimously approved (Attachment F).   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Arlene Miles, Clerk 
 
 








































